
John McDonnell supports local Sikh family’s fight for justice 
John McDonnell, MP for Hayes Harlington, has added his voice to a 
growing protest over the loss or destruction of sacred religious 
artefacts after a local Sikh company was put into administration by 
the international accountancy giant KPMG. 

In 2004, a substantial Palki (Sikh altar) and two Holy Scriptures - a 
Guru Granth Sahib Ji and a 18th century hand written bible – went 
missing during the official administration of a Sikh company 
belonging to the Bhabra family of broadcasters and engineers. 

After the west London family’s film and television studios in London were seized and the 
contents disposed of indiscriminately, family head Hardial Bhabra and his son Panminder 
made strenuous efforts to retrieve the religious artefacts, repeatedly pointing out to the 
administrators - the international accountancy firm KPMG - that they were not the property 
of the company. 

KPMG did not respond to these entreaties but in September 2005 the Bhabras discovered 
that the Palki and Holy Scriptures had disappeared. No one at KPMG can say if they were 
stolen or just discarded through ignorance and sacrilegious contempt. As Hardial Bhabra 
has told Simon Collins, the UK chairman of KPMG, the Holy Scriptures have an 
overwhelming and overarching religious significance; their desecration is in itself a sin to 
the Sikh faith. 

Hardial Bhabra says: “It should be a source of deep shame to KPMG that, ten years later, 
the artefacts have still not been found. But far from being ashamed, the accountants 
describe the loss as merely ‘unfortunate’.” 

In a letter to the family, KPMG deny sacrilege and say: “Any suggestion that we have been 
disrespectful towards the Sikh community is rejected”. 

Mr Bhabra adds: “One particularly galling side issue associated with this case is that KPMG 
has been hired to carry out a lucrative and prestigious audit within the Punjab Revenue 
department. The thought that this giant company should with one hand be benefitting from 
the Sikh homeland whilst with the other it is attempting to get away with a grave offence 
against the Sikh religion, is intolerable.” 

The Bhabras have not given up their fight and intend to organise a mass demonstration 
outside KPMG headquarters in London. Many Sikh Temples and organisations in the UK, 
including the Sikh Council UK, have pledged their support for the Bhabras’ fight and 
committed their worshippers to join the demonstration. 

As one leading elder Mohan Singh Manku of Ramgarhia Sabha (temple) Derby says: 
“Losing these sacred religious artefacts is an insult and dishonour to the Sikh community.” 

John McDonnell, MP states: "I fully support this campaign for the return of these artefacts. It 
cannot be right that significant religious artefacts like these can be treated in this way. I 
urge KPMG to abide by the family 's wishes and return these materials." 

The Bhabras’ battle is also being supported by former Labour government minister Parmjit 
Dhanda, who said: "Panminder Bhabra has been very clear to me that he does not want the 
palkis or the holy Sikh scriptures returned for his family's personal gain, but to return them 
directly to places of worship to benefit the Sikh community. I think any reasonable 
organization would understand his concerns and the concerns of the wider Sikh community 
that these sacred items may have been destroyed. I hope that is not the case. At the very 
least I hope KPMG will let them know that these valuable religious artefacts have not been 
destroyed. These should be simple answers to simple questions, and I am happy to support 
the Bhabra family's quest for answers."!


